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on such investigations, Galileo gave the name of the Medicean
stars (Stellae Medicae). Thus the satellites of Jupiter pre-
serve for all time among scientific men a memorial that the
Medici helped to bring about the first great discoveries of
modern science.1 J> And if the founding of Leghorn is to be
considered a "masterpiece" on the pait of Ferdinand I, far
more may action which enabled these great revelations of
science to be made by Galileo be considered so on the part oi
Cosimo II.

In 16TO Cosimo sent an embassy to France to condole with
his cousin, Made do Medici, on the sudden death of her
husband, Henry IV, who was stabbed in his coach while
proceeding to a State function; whereupon Mane became
Queen Regent of France during the minority of her eldest
son Louis, then nine years old. It was remarked that her nine-
year-old son was as fit to reign as she was. Cosimo's envoy
obtained scant attention from her to his message, for Marie
could think of nothing but the grandeur of her coronation as
Queen Regent, and constantly interrupted the envoy to de-
scribe it to him, and how her throne had "had nineteen steps "
Marie's children were, Louis XTII of France; Gaston, Duke
of Orleans; Elizabeth, married to Philip IV of Spain; Hen-
rietta Maria, married to Charles I of England; lrt and
Christine, married to the Duke of Savoy; while her sister
Eleonora's daughter Eleonora married the Emperor Ferdi-
nand II.17 Thus in the eleventh generation from Giovanni di
Bicci we see a Medici seated on the throne of each of the four
principal countries of Europe, France, Spain, England, and
Germany.18 Marie's subsequent history was a sad one. As
Queen Regent, she was entirely ruled by her Minister, Con-
cini, and her powerful mistress of the robes, Leonora Gallegai,
whom she had brought from Florence, and who trafficked in
all appointments throughout the kingdom. In 1617 Marie's
son, Louis XIII, threw off her authority, confined her at
Blois (whence she escaped),10 and eventually exiled her from